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SUBJECT: IRAQI-IRANIAN RELATIONS 
REF: TEHRAN 2064 

1 . SUMMARY: KHALATBARY VISIT TO IRAQ GOT OFF TO A 
SLOW BUT CORDIAL START. ON MARCH 1 HE MET WITH BOTH 
BAKR AND HUSSEIN AS WELL AS BEGINNING FORMAL TALKS AT 
FOREIGN MINISTRY LEVEL. END SUMMARY 

2. IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARY ARRIVED 
BAGHDAD FEBRUARY 26. AS REPORTED BY IRAQ NEWS AGENCY, 

HIS STATEMENT UPON ARRIVAL CONSISTED ONLY OF 
GENERALITIES. INA ALSO REPORTED THAT PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEES BEGAN WORK ON FEBRUARY 22 AT UNDERSECRETARY 
LEVEL. SOME SOURCES BELIEVE THAT PREPARATORY COMMITTEES 
HAD NOT COMPLETED AGENDA FOR MINISTERIAL LEVEL MEETINGS 
AT THE TIME OF KHALATBARY'S ARRIVAL. USINT OFFICER 

SPOKE WITH IRANIAN ECONOMY MINISTRY UNDERSECRETARY 
AHMED KORUS MARCH 1 AND WAS TOLD THAT MEETINGS OF THE 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEES HAD BEEN CONCLUDED. COMMITTEES 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00468 0408 13Z 

COVERED THE FIELDS OF OIL, GAS, AGRICULTURE, IRRIGATION, 

TRADE AND CONSULAR AFFAIRS. 

3. KHALATBARY'S OFFICIAL COUNTERPART IS RCC MEMBER 
AND MINISTER OF INTERIOR IZZAT IBRAHIM. IBRAHIM 
TOGETHER WITH MINISTER OF TRADE HASSAN ALI PRESIDED 
AT OPENING MEETING OF IRAQI-IRANIAN JOINT COMMITTEE 
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ON MARCH 1. IT APPEARS THAT MEETING WAS LARGELY 
CEREMONIAL IN CHARACTER AND THAT HARD BARGAINING 
BEGAN IN MEETING BETWEEN KHALATBARY AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER HAMMADI THE FOLLOWING DAY. ACCORDING TO 
STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER MEETING OF TWO FOREIGN MINISTERS, 
THE DISCUSSIONS REVOLVED AROUND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PROTOCOLS SIGNED AT ALGIERS IN MARCH 1975. HAMMADI 
DESCRIBED THE MEETING AS CONSTRUCTIVE AND USEFUL. 

4. KHALATBARY PAID FORMAL CALLS MARCH 1 ON PRESIDENT 
BAKR AND IRAQI STRONGMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN. IN MEETING 
WITH BAKR HE CONVEYED GREETINGS AND A GIFT FROM THE SHAH. 

5. COMMENT: MEDIA COVERAGE HAS BEEN LAVISH. ATMOSPHERE 
AT IRANIAN EMBASSY RECEPTION, WELL-ATTENDED BY SENIOR 
IRAQI OFFICIALS, WAS EXCELLENT. CONSENSUS OF MOST 
OBSERVERS HERE IS THAT IRAQI-IRANIAN RELATIONS REMAIN 
GOOD, ON THE SURFACE AT LEAST, AND THAT BOTH SIDES ARE 
EAGER TO MAKE THESE TALKS A SUCCESS DESPITE DEEP-SEATED 
MUTUAL SUSPICIONS. 
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